
 

 

Candidate Background: 
 
1. Please tell us about you and your family.   
 
I have been married to my husband Tom, for 19 years.  We have a daughter, Ashton, who is 18 
and an honor student at Grand Canyon University.  We have a horse named Blue Belle.  
 
What are your qualifications, skills, and experience?  
 
I have been a Realtor and principal broker for 20+ year in Tennessee and Illinois.  I am 
presently an Alderman At-Large in Franklin.  I serve on the Beer Board, Stormwater and Capital 
Investment Committees with the City of Franklin. I have worked extensively with global 
companies, and individuals from all sectors of life, in the real estate industry.  I have been 
involved in government affairs with the Realtor association, RPAC Chair, National Association 
of Realtors RPAC Participation Committee (won top honors for Tennessee), helped craft 
Tennessee legislation that saves Realtors thousands of dollars in Federal tax savings, and 
continue to serve on state committees.  I am also an appointee on two committees with the 
National League of Cities.  
 
 
 
 
Tell us about your faith, your civic involvement, and about any character traits that will help you 
be an effective alderman or mayor. 
 
I am a Christian, a Christ follower.  Faith is the driving force behind all that I do.  When I think of 
my relationship with Christ and its correlation to serving as an elected official, I remind myself 
that this country is “one Nation, under God”.   
I am presently on the board of Sister Cities, participate in toy drives every Christmas for those 
in need and volunteer with numerous area organizations.  
One of the character traits that make me an effective elected official is a relentless dedication 
to preserving the traditional values that has made Franklin the desirable community it is.  I am 
not afraid to resist the divisive agendas we see plaguing cities across the United States.  Each 
constituent of Franklin genuinely needs to be heard.  I want to know what concerns and 
dreams they have because this is their home.  Dedication to transparency in all that the city 
does, positivity because regardless of what it looks like, the glass is always half full, and 
creativity to solve challenging issues like massive infrastructure needs, or getting a police 
officer home from an out-of-state hospital at the last minute, are some of my other strong 
traits.  
 
2. Why are you running? 
 
Franklin has reached a cultural tipping point that puts at risk the unique charm and appeal that 
have drawn thousands of residents and businesses to Franklin.  The traditional values that are 
part of the tightly woven fabric of Franklin are being replaced with divisive agenda’s we are 
seeing in other cities across America.  Our taxpayer dollars are being spent at warp speed, and 
there is little to no transparency in city hall.  I am running to ensure that our children, and  
grandchildren will be protected from inappropriate content and conduct.  I am running to 
protect our constitutional rights and protect the heart of Franklin.  



 

 

 
 
 
Scope and Role of Government: 
 
1. What is your view about the U.S. Constitution and how it should be interpreted?   

 I believe the Constitution should be interpreted as it was written. The Founders designed the 
Constitution to protect a set of values that time cannot change or forget. They made it difficult 
to change knowing that if the rights enumerated in the Constitution and Bill of Rights were to 
be challenged or weakened, it would have catastrophic impacts on the strength of the United 
States. 

 
2. What does liberty mean to you?   How does government influence liberty? 
 
Liberty is the right to make your own decisions and live your life as you see fit. The 
government's role is to protect the liberty of the individual, both from itself and from other 
individuals. 
 
 
 
3. What is the primary role of government? 
 
The primary role of government is to give the people the tools they needs to create a 
community they want to live in, as well as, protecting them from outside interference, providing 
for their well-being and happiness, and providing parameters for the community.   
 
 
 
Franklin Governance: 
 
1. What are the three most critical issues facing Franklin today and how would you 
propose that Franklin address each issue? 
 

• Controlling massive infrastructure spending as Franklin expands.  This is the time for 
Franklin to be a leader in the State of Tennessee when it comes to solving extensive 
utility and road expansive using means other than bonds.   

• Preserving our traditional values.  As the rest of the nation falls victim to acronyms and 
global agendas, we must diligently fight to protect what has made Franklin so special. 

• Cost containment in our budget.  While we live in very robust financial times as a 
community, it won’t always be this way.  We have to consider if a $115,000,000 city hall 
is really what the taxpayers need, and what effect it might have on property taxes 
moving forward.  Are we living within our taxpayers budgets when we spend money? 

 
 
2. Do you have any concerns about how city officials are appointed?  What involvement, if 
any, should the BOMA have in recommending and/or approving appointments? 
 



 

 

I absolutely do have concerns about how they are appointed.  The BOMA simply gets a name 
to vote for on an agenda.  We have no idea who else applied.  We don’t know the credentials 
of the person who we are approving or anything else about them.  Are they even from Franklin?  
Many times, the post for an available position says ‘must be a resident of Franklin’, but 
sometimes those appointed aren’t from Franklin.  I believe a more transparent way to handle 
committee appointments would be to publicly post all applicants information.  Invite all of 
those applicants to come before BOMA in a public meeting, and allow each BOMA member to 
ask one question of the applicants.  Have BOMA submit their top 3 and allow the mayor to 
choose from that pool. While the city charter allows the mayor to handle the appointments in 
the way they have been previously handled, I do not feel that it is in the best interest of the 
public, applicants or BOMA to have less than transparent dealings on committee 
appointments.  
 
 
City Finances: 
 
1. What concerns do you have regarding Franklin’s finances and how would you propose 
they be resolved?  
 
We have excellent financials, a balanced budget and a top bond rating.  However, we have 
significant debt for a city of our size and that comes with growth ($160 million).  Although we 
have enjoyed a very prosperous run, it won’t always be that way.  We are about to embark on a 
new city hall that will cost each man, woman and child in Franklin approximately $1,400 with a 
price that tops well over $100,000,000.  Development is down 45%, the economy is raging 
with inflation, are we truly addressing our finances and your taxpayer dollars as prudently as 
possible?  We are seeing increases in every fee imaginable – water, alarm systems, etc. Are we 
looking to the taxpayer to pay for inflation, or are we truly being creative enough to save the 
taxpayer as much money as possible? I believe there is more that we can do as a city to 
provide the taxpayer with more value and lessen the risk of a property tax increase.  
 
 
Growth and Infrastructure: 
 
1. What is your commitment to the Envision Franklin document?  What changes would 
propose, if any, to the Envision Franklin document?  
 
The Envision Franklin update is in final stages now.  I have not yet seen the final document, but 
exhaustive work has gone in to preparing this document.  No document is ever perfect, but 
many voices have gone in to making Envision Franklin and much improved product.  
 
2. For new development, how do you think the additional infrastructure (water, sewer, 
roads, police, ambulances, fire, etc.) should be funded? 
 
I believe that this is Franklin’s opportunity to become a leader in the State of Tennessee, with 
innovative opportunities to pay for this massive undertaking.  There is no question that this is a 
necessity, but entertaining options that have worked in other states is definitely something I 
want to consider.  It may end up that they don’t work, but I don’t believe we are doing our 
citizens justice if we don’t exhaust every possible way to pay for this expenditure.  
 



 

 

3. Some citizens have expressed concern that the building in which City Hall resides is no 
longer adequate.   What are your thoughts? 
 
It is past time to replace the current city hall.  We are 75% through schematics on the new 
design.  While I am concerned about the cost, there is no denying this should have been done 
years ago.  I also believe that more time should have been spent pursuing the other 
opportunity we were provided with, next to the police station, but many on the BOMA were 
ready to rush it through as is.   
 
4. What are your views concerning Franklin giving tax breaks to attract new businesses? 
 
Franklin is not only a destination for new residency, but also for business.  There is no reason 
why we should be giving away tax payer dollars (as we recently did with In-N-Out Burger) to 
attract business.  Covid showed us that business will pack up overnight and relocate because 
of our quality business environment and desirable neighborhoods.   
 
 
Public Issues: 
 
1. Should the City of Franklin have a code of decency for events held at publicly owned 
venues?    
Murfreesboro has a new Ordinance, 23-O-22 regarding community decency standards that 
addresses all levels of sexually explicit/indecent behavior on any public property.  I err on the 
side of caution when stipulating public behavior, as to not negate a constitutional right, 
however, I do believe we have to protect minors from inappropriate content, particularly on 
public property.  I would be open to a code of decency as long as it upholds constitutional 
rights.  
 
 
How should the attendance by children be addressed at events which may contain adult 
content, including sexual content? 
 
It could be addressed through an ordinance.  I realize that some adults believe that ‘anything 
goes and it’s up to the parent’, however, I believe it is a community’s job to set the tone for 
what is acceptable and not acceptable on public property.  For me, it is not acceptable.  
 
 
2. Is it the government’s role to ensure the availability of affordable housing?  If so, how? 
 
It is not the job of the government to provide free or subsidized housing, or housing that has a 
multitude of Federal strings attached. I absolutely believe that is in the best interest of a 
community to encourage affordable housing, like the Hill Project & Hill Haven, and participate 
in it’s development with outside entities, when it is a rare opportunity for hard working citizens 
to attain home ownership that can change lives.  Being a Realtor, I understand the additional 
funding mechanisms that can be available to make these dreams a reality, without sacrificing 
our community to Federal bureaucracy. These 2 projects, for example, offer life changing 
results in Franklin.  It can provide housing for city staff, teachers, your parents, kids moving 
back after college, or parents who are working and doing everything right, but just cannot get a 



 

 

break, as our median home price soars to almost 1 million dollars.  These are not cheap 
homes, they are around the $500,000 mark.  Shocking number to be affordable!  
 
3. What are your thoughts about the “Middle Eight” development project? 
 
This has an aesthetically lovely design plan when you see the presentation.  However, the 
density is over 38 units per acre, far more than any other development for miles around.  .87 
parking spaces per unit means someone won’t get a parking place and will end up parking on 
the tight streets.  There is flooding concern even though our stormwater development is highly 
advanced, there is a river and a creek in an area already prone to flooding.  Most of all, this is a 
historic district (yes part of it is not historic, but part is and the surrounding area is) and we 
should value and protect the historic character that defines Franklin.   
 
4. What do you think about how Franklin handled the pandemic?   What would you have 
done differently? 
 
My person belief is that ALL businesses are essential.  I believe in a person’s individual 
preference when wearing a mask.  Nothing should ever be forced for any reason.  I believe that 
we set the tone for what happened in the public school system.  The poor children were kept in 
masks for what seemed an eternity.  I would have let individuals choose what is best for them 
and their families.  I would have made sure we had hot lines set up for those seeking mental 
health counseling since this was an incredibly uncertain and scary time for many.  I don’t 
support fear tactics.   
 
5. As a citizen and a voter, do you think the county and the state have any election 
integrity issues?   If so, what are the issues? 
 
I am a supporter of paper ballots.  I believe that we have seen integrity issues nationwide that 
aren’t directly related to local election operators.  It is the result of interference opportunities in 
software.  I do believe that our local election commission does everything in their power to 
maintain an accessible and fair election.  But I would welcome paper ballot, particularly in 
smaller elections.  My last election created something known as the Tennessee Error that has 
been used nationwide in election integrity lawsuits, so it is real and it can happen anywhere.  
Our commission did an excellent job address the disparity that occurred.  
 
6. How should the City of Franklin make decisions regarding the placement of historical 
markers? 
 
It should be carefully validated from multiple sources and quantified based on it’s true 
historical significance within the community.  I believe it is a way for citizens and tourists to 
learn more about the significance of the past in a community. However, am not in support of 
the Racial Terror Markers disguised as historical markers being supported under the moniker 
‘Remembering Williamson’.   
 


